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REPORT OF THE STATE 

or THE 

EDINB.URGH ASYLUM 

FOR RELIEF 

OF THE 

INDUSTRIOUS BLIND, 

/■/•OCT iOtb May 1794, to %Oth May 1 795. 



The Afylum was opened on the 23d of Sept. 1793. The 
nature and defign of this inftitution having been formerly laid 
before the public, it is unneceffary to enlarge upon it, on the 
prefent occafion. Suffice it to fay, that the great objeft of 
the charity is to adminifter relief and comfort to thofe poor 
unfortunate people, who, by the hand of God, have been de- 
prived of the common means of earning their bread, and re- 
duced to the moll deprefled, helplefs fituation. It will give 
particular pleafure to the friends of the inftitution to be in- 
formed, that they have been the inftruments of alleviating the 
affliction of a number of their fellow creatures, and of pro- 
viding for their fupport, by enabling them to work for their 
own fubfiftence. The blind in the Afylum are no longer a 
burden to themfelves and to the public, but are ufeful mem- 
bers of fociety, and enjoy life with fome degree of comfort. 
20 are upon the Society's funds, and all of them appear to be 
contented, chearful, and happy. Some receive 3s, others 4s, 
and three 5s, a week. The manufactures in which they are 
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employed, are, making balkets and hampers of all kindsj^ 
matts of tarred and white rope, for cleaning the fhoes at our 
doors, fail cloth do. mattrefles both of hair and wool, and 
in picking oakum. The Directors have it under delibe- 
ration, to teach them to weave fail cloth, and any other ma- 
nufacture which the blind are capable of learning. The 
houfe where they carried on their work, in Shakefpeare 
Square, being too fmall, the Diredors have purchafed one 
in the Caftle-hill, in a moie healthy fituation, where the 
blind are much better accommodated, and where a greater 
number can be received, if the public lhall continue to favour 
theinftitution. The houfe coft L. 375 — From thedifadvan- 
tages under which the blind labour, they mull be flow in their 
operations, and cannot be fuppofed to earn near fo much as 
is allowed them. The great objeft is to have them credita- 
bly and ufefully employed. On Saturday afternoon, they are 
inftru6ted in the principles of religion, and every morning and 
evening, family worfliip is performed. 

Regular accounts of the receipt and expenditure, after 
having been examined by the Auditors, are laid before a Ge- 
neral Meeting of the Society, every quarter, and have been 
approved of. The quarterly meetings of the Society are 
held in the Afylum, on the third Tuefday of J'eb. third Tuef- 
day of May, third Tuefday of Aug. and third Tuefday of 
Nov. at 2 o'clock, afternoon. The Direftors have an ample 
reward . for their trouble, ia the pleafmg refle6lion, that the 
public feem to approve tlieir conduit, and encourage them to 
go on in their labour of love. It would gratify them much, 
to be able to admit all vvho apply, and to extend their plan 
likewife to women, which in their prefent iituation, it is with 
regret, they cannot do. Contributions will be received by 
the Treafurer and Secretary, or by any of tlie Direftors. An 
annual fubfcription will be ncceffary to give the Society a 
permanent eftablifliment. A number of Gentlemen have al- 
ready put down their names, as appears by the annexed lift. 
In Liverpool, L. 400 are fubfcribed annually. 
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STATEMENT of the Receipt and Expenditure of the 
Funds of the Society for the Relief of the Indigent 
Blind, from 20th Maj 1794, to 20th May 1795. 

RECEIPT. 

Annual Subfcriptions 
Donations in the courfe of the year 
Aloiiey found in the Poor's Box at the Afylum 
Colledlion at the Annual Sermon at St. Andrew's Church 
Ditto at Mr. Cleeve's Chapel 
Produce of Tickets at Dr. Moyfe's Ledure 
Intereft allowed by the Bankers oa Money in their hands 

belonging to the Society, from jft January 1794, to 

20th May 1795, at pgr cent. 
Troduce of Goods manufactured and fold 




920 o 10 



EXPENDITURE. 



Houfe Rent while the Afylum was in Shakefpeare Square L. 17 o o 
Coft of the Houfe in the Caftle-hill purchafed for the 7 

Afylum j ^75 o o 

Repairs of ditto - - ^633 

"Weekly Allowance to the Blind for the year - 167 % o 
Wages to the Ovei feers, and to Perfons for inftrufting the 

Blind in their various articles of Work J 79 ^3 4 

Coft of Raw Materials - - a39 17 a 
Sundry pettv articles of difburfement, porterage of goods ") 

fold, &c. - - j- 26 17 ir 

Coal and Candle - - 11 10 8 

Expence of Printing and Advertifing ^ 21 o 8 

L. 964 5 o 



STATEMENT of the Funds belonging to the Society. 

Houfe in CaftlehiU coft ■■ ^ L. 375 o o 
Sum of Money in the hands of Sir William Forbes, James") 

Hunter, & Co. - - j" 1205 13 5 

Balance in the hands of Dr. Johnfton, the Secretary of ~) ^ ^ 

the Society - - j- 7 3 7 

Goods fold, but not yet in Cafli - - 33 6 8 

Goods manufadtured, and remaining unfold in the Afylum 87 o 6 
Raw Materials in the Afylum unworked up 8132. 



Edinburgh, 20tb May, lycfs- 
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*rhe managtement of the Society, is Vefted this year Iti th« 
following perfons. 

Duke of Buccleugh, Prefident. 
Sir William Forbes, Vice-Prelxdent. 
John Haj, Efq. Banker, Treafui'er. 
Dr David Johnfton, Leith, Secretary. 
Mr. P. Ruflell writer to the Signet, Clerk. 

DireBors^ 

Thomas Elder^ Efq. 

John Wauchope, Efq. 

Dr. Thomas Davidfon. 

Hev. Mr Buchanan, Canoiigate. 

Rev. Mr William Moodicj Edinburgh*, 

Rev. Mr James Finlayfon^ Edinburgh, 

Dr. Andrew Duncan. 

Dr. Charles Stewart*, 

William Kerr, Efq. Poll Office. 

Mr. John Moncrief Apothecary* 

Mr. David Miller. 

Mr. P. RulTelL 



LIST OF PERSONS in the ASYLUMv 

Donald Campbell, Edinburgh, born blind, aged i6> was 
admitted on the 23d September 1793 » picks oakum. 

John M'Arthur, Dalrymill, aged 14, loft his fight by difeafe 
when a child; was admitted 23d September 1793: picka 
oakum. 

Alexander Sutherland, Canongate, aged i^, loft his fight 
ijy an accident 4 years ago ; was admitted 23d September 
1793 ; makes balkets and matts. 

Archibald Robb, Edinburgh, aged 42, lofi: his fight by an 
accident 25 years ago, was admitted 23 September 1793 ; 
makes matts and picks oakum. 

Patrick Robb, Edinburgh, aged 40, loft his fight by a fe- 
ver in 1780^ was admitted 23d September 1793, makes ma- 
trefles and matts. 

John M'Lariu, Edinburgh, aged 1 8, loft his fight in fmall 
A3 pox 



( ^ ) 



fox in 1780, makes matts and picks oakum, was admitted 
23d September 1793. 

James Frafer, Edinburgli, aged 1 7, loft his fight in fmall pox 
in 1780, was admitted 30th September 1793, makes matts 
and picks oakum. 

John M'Ghie, Wigton, aged 2.7^ loft his fight by an acci- 
dent in 1785, was admitted 14th Oftobet 1793, makes mat- 
treffes and m.atts. 

John Sivewright, Edinburgh, aged 14, was born blind, ad- 
mitted 23d September 1793, makes matts, and picks oakum. 

John SherrifF, Leith, aged 10, loft his fight by difeafe, 5 
years ago, makes matts and picks oakum, admitted 1 8th De- 
cember 1793. 

. Dennis Maqueer, from Ireland, aged 26, loft his fight by 
difeafe in 1791, makes mattreflTes and matts, was formerly a. 
tobacconift, admitted 6th January 1794. 

James Tweedie, Syminton, aged 31, loft his fight by dif- 
eafe in 1791, admitted loth March 1794, makes matts, was 
formerly a teacher. 

David Frier, Dalkeith, aged 26, loft his fight by an acci- 
dent, 1789, admitted 2d April 1794, makes balkets and matts, 
tvas formerly a Smith. 

Robert Jufticc, Edinburgh, aged 24, loft his fight by dif- 
eafe in 1792, admitted 2d April 1794, makes balkets and 
matts, was formerly a mafon. 

James Jackfon, Coulter, aged 10, loft his fight by the fmall 
pox in 1789, admitted 25 June 1794, makes balkets and matts. 

James Hunter, Inverkeitliing, aged 17, born blind, admit- 
ted 26 Auguft, 1794, makes ba&ets and matts. 

Donald Douglas, ifle of Sky, aged 29, loft his fight by dif- 
eafe in the 1792, admitted 15th December 1794, makes baf- 
kets and matts, was formerly a hawker and pedlar. His pa- 
riJJy have remitted L. ^ to the charity. 

George Kent, Aberdour, aged 10, loft his fight by the fmall 
pox in 1787^ adn^itted 8 April 1795, picks hair and oakum. 

John Chambers, pariih of Shotts, aged 37, loft his fight by 
an accident in 1791, adf -itted 22 April 1795, is learning baf- 
ket making ; was formerly a mafon. 

William Melrofe,Paril]i of Grichton, aged 15, loft his fight 
by fmall pox, learns mufic. 
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Q I R Wi'lli'am Forbes, Bart. 


L, 


2 


2 


0 


1^ Rev. Dr Johnllon 




I 


1 


0 


Rev. Dr Hunter 




2 


2 


0 


"William Ramfay, Efq. Barntori 




2 


2 


0 


Adam RoUand, Efq. Advocate 




2 


2 


0 


James Farquhar Gordon, Efq. Balmoor 




3 


2 


0 


William Kerr, Efq. Sectetary to the General Poft Office 


i 


1 


0 


.1 nomas L-airns, hlq, JLondon 




I 


I 


0 


^W^illiam Hope Weir, Efq. 
John Hay, Efq. Banker 




2 


z 


0 






2 




jjr otuart - •• 




I 


I 




Dr Duncan - • 




I 


I 




Mr John Campbell, Stirling 




I 


I 




Lord Dundnnan ■ 


- 


2 


2 




A/ft- T^oirirl A/fln*a»- 




0 


1 0 




Mr James Marfhall, W. S. * 




I 


I 




Countefs of Fife • 




2 


2 




Mrs M'Leod, of M'Leod 






2 




Mrs Stuart, Kirkbraehead 










John Wauchope, Efq. W. S. 




2 


2 




Mr Thomas Hutchifon, Merchant 




1 


f 




Mrs Johnfton Hilton 




1 






Additional Annual Suhfcrlhers. 










Lady Hope of Pinkie, and Mifs Hopes 


1795 


2 


2 


0 


Mr H. David Inglia, Advocate 


I 


I 




Mrs MoncreifF, Reedie 




I 


I 




Mr Hugh Corrie, W. S. 




I 


I 




Henry Overton, Efq. 




1 


I 




Mrs Marfhall, Berwick 




0 


10 


6 


Mr John M'Kay, Board of Controul 




b 


lO 


6 


Mr Eben. Malon, Merchant 




0 


ic 


6 


Mr Fr. Ronaldfon 




0 


10 


6 


Suhfcriieri. 










A 










Lord Advocate - - •« 


179+ 


5 


5 


0 


Samuel Anderfon, Efq. Banker 
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Alexander Allfon, Efq. of Excife 
Mr Robert Allan, Banker 
Lord Abercrombie 
Mr Thomas Allan, Merchant 
Robert Anderfon, Efq. Merchant 
Dr Alexander Adam, Reaor of the High School 
Alexander Allfon, Efq. zd Subfcription 
Anonymous 



Do. 


a Lady 


Do. 


a Gentleman 


Do. 


a Lady 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


do. 


Do. 


a Lady and Gclttlema 



Dutchefs Dowager of Athol 
y^iexander Allan, Efq. Mercht. 
A Lady anonymous, by Mr. Roger Aytofi 



n95 



lO 

o 
o 

2 
1 

2 
I 

lO 



Do. 


Dr Erfkine 


lO 


Do. 


MrR. RulFel, W. S. 


I 


Do. 


do. 




Do. 


do. - 


1 


Do. 


do. 


1 


Do. 


Mr Creech, Bookfcller 


I 


Do. 


Mr William M'Lean, Merchant 


2 


Do. 


Mr David Miller 


I 


Do. 


Sir William Forbes, Bart. 


2 


Do. 


do. 


I 


A Gentlertian 


do. 


I 



By Poft to the Secretary 
By do. 
A Lady by do. 
Do Rev. Mr Moodie 

llobert Anderfon, Efq. 2d Subfcription 

B 

Rev. Mr Buchanan 
Rev. Dr Blair 

Andrew Bonar, Efq. Banker 
Alexander Hoiiar, Efq. Banker 
Mr. James Bonar, of the Excife 
Duke and Duchefs of Buccleugh 



1794 
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Mrs Blacklock 

Mr Thomas Brown, Merchant 

Lord and Lady Balgonie 

John Bonar, Efq. Solicitor of Exclfe 

Mr Andrew Blane, C. S. 

David Balfour, Efq. W. S. 

Hon. Mr and Mrs Baillie, of Jervifwood 

James Balfour, Efq of Pilrig 

Do. do. 2d Subfcription 

Sir John Hunter Blair, Bart. 

John Baillie, Efq. Coulterallers 

Rev. Dr. Bell 

Mrs Banks, Haddington 

Mrs Barclay, London 

Countefs Dowager of Balcarraa 

Dr Jofeph Black 

Mr Andrew Bell 

Mrs Blacklock, 2d Subfcription 

Mr James Brown, Stayraaker 

Earl of Breadalbane 

Rev. Dr Baird 

Lord Chief Baron 

Thomas Bruce, Efq. of Arnot 

Mrs Binning, Nicholfon's Square 

Mr John Bell 

Mrs Biggar, Woolmet 

Mrs Blair, Dunrod 

Mifs Brodie, Lethen 

Charles Brown, Efq. Coalfton 

Lady Balcarras, (Dowager) 

Lord Juftice Clerk 

John Campbell, Efq. W. S. 

Dr Andrew Coventry 

John Corbett, Efq. ofTolcrofs 

Major Colin Campbell 

Mr Couper, Upholfterer 

Archibald Campbell, Efq. Advocate 

Rev. Mr Colquhoun 

Mr Matthew Comb, Junior - 

MefiVs D. and A. Cowans 

Sir James and Lady Colquhoun 

Lady Mary Ann Carnegie 

Lord Craig 

Mifs Cockburn 

Mrs Campbell, NelHield 

Mrs Campbell 

Mrs Carre, of Nlfbet 
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Mifs A. Carre 226 

Mrs Charnock, of Odehd 5 5^ 

Mr James Couper - - i I O 

Mr David Cathcart, Advocate - ly^^ I l o 

Mr ¥iu^,h Corrie, W, S. - - I I O 

Commiffary Court, a fine 500 

Mrs and Mifs Campbell, Saddel - - 1116 

Mrs Cheape - - I 1 O 

D 

Rev. Dr Abernethy Drummond - 1794 700 

llev. Dr Davidfon - 2 2 O 

A Gentleman by do. - 3 O O 

David Dale, Efq. Merchant in Glafgow - 52100 

Mr James DuflTus - - ' i . 1 o 

William Davidfon, Efq. of Muirhoufe - 20 o O 

John Davidfon, Efq. W. S. - lO lO O 

Rev. Mr Dicl^fon, South- J^eith - 220 

Hon. Mr Drummond, of Perth ' 10 10 o 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas - - 15 15 O 

X.ady Jane Dundas - 5 5 o 

Dr Duncan 220 

Alexander Duncan, Efq. W. S. » '220 

Lord Dunfinan - - 3 3^ 

Bailie Douglas, Leith - * I i < 

Lady Helen Dalrymple * 1 I ( 

Countefs of Dalhoufie 2 2 c 

Mr Harry Davidfon, W. S. - 1795 2 2 c 

Countefs of DHmfties » - 20 o c 

Mrs Margaret Dundas - - i i < 

David Dundas, Efq, Duddingfton - I I < 

Bifiiop Eben. Drummond, 2d Subfcription 3 O ( 

Mrs Dundas, younger, Arnifton - - 5 5 < 

Mifs Douglas, Springwood Park - I I < 

LordDreghorn I I < 

E 

Rev. Dr Erlklne 1794 5 5 < 

Do. for a Lady Anonymous - - 10 © < 

J. E. Erflcine, Efq. of Mar 52 10 ( 

Hon. Henry Erflcine 5 5 ' 

I^xchequer Jury 3 O ( 

Do. by Sir William Eorbes - - 27 

Thomas Elder, Efq. Lotd Provoll of Edinburgh 5 o < 

Do. forMrKembie - - 10 o 

Mrs Erflcine - - o io 

F 

Sir William Forbes; Bart 1794 10 10 

Rev. MrEinbvfon ' ' ■* 2 2 
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Mr P. Forrefter 




2 


2 


0 


Mifs Fall 




I 


I 


0 


Mr Furrefter 




I 


0 


0 


Alexander Forbes, Efq. 


- 


5 


0 


0 


Countefs of Fife, and Mifs Primrofe 


- 


4 


4 




Mr Firtier, of Loretto 




S 


5 


0 


Countefb of Fife, 2d ^iibfcrlption 


- 


2 


2 


0 


William Fergufon, of Raith, Efq. - 




5 


5 


0 


Sir Adam Fergufon, Bart. M. P. 




5 


5 




James Farquharfon, Efq. of Invercauld 


- 


5 


5 


0 


George Fairholm, Efq. 




' 4 


0 


0 


Sir John Forbes 


»795 


10 


10 


0 


Countefs of Fife, 3d Siabfcription 


2 


2 




G 










Rev. Mr Greenfield 


1794 


2 


2 


0 


Mr Archibald Geddes, Leith 


2 


2 


0 


Mr John Gilloch 


* 


I 


I 


0 


Mr James Gibfon, C. S. 




I 


I 


d 


Mv Thomas Gladftone, Leith 




2 


2 


0 


Mrs Gillefpie and Daughters 


- 


4 


4 


0 


13r John Gardiner , 




2 


2 


0 


Lady Chriftian Graham - 




2 


0 


0 


Mr James Gladftones 


- 


0 


10 




Mr Baron Gordon 




5 


5 


0 


Mr Robert Giikfpie, Clearburn 




2 


2 


0 


Lord Adam Gordon 


- 


5 


5 


0 


Ifaac Grant, Efq. W. S. 




5 


5 


0 


Lady Chrillian Graham, 2d Subfcription 


»795 


3 


0 


0 


Mifs Graham, Garcraore 




I 


I 


0 


H 










Rev. Dr Hunter 


J 794 


5 


5 


0 


John Hay, Efq. Banker 




5 


5 


0 


Charles Hope, Efq. 




2 


2 


0 


Countefs of Hopetoun 




20 


0 


0 


Sir Archibald, Hope, Bart- 


- 


5 


5 


0 


Mr P Hadaway, Leith 


- 


2 


2 


0 


MeiTrs Hutchifons 




5 


5 


0 


Mr Hunter, Student of Medicine 




I 


i 


0 


Lady Betty Hope 




t 


I 


0 


Countefs of Hyndford 




S 


5 


0 


Sir James Hall, Bart. 




10 


10 


0 


Mr Thomas Hay, Surgeon 




1 


I 


0 


Mifs Hunter 




2 


2 


0 


Mifs N. Hunter 


• 


I 


I 


0 


Andrew Hamilton, Efq. oftheExcife 


- 


I 


I 


0 


VViUiam nope Weir, Elq. • 




2 


2 


0 


Mrs Hope Weir 

Mr J;ihn Hunter, W. S. - 




I 


I 


0 




1 


i 


0 
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Mrs Hamilton, of Belhaven - - 

M.Ts Hall Danglas 

Earlof Hyndford _ 1795 

Countefs Dowager of Hyndfordj at Carmlcbael 
Mrs General Houftoit 

Hon. Mrs Hope Dowager, Craigiehall * 

Mrs Haddow, St. Andrews 

Dr Jauies Home, Phyfician, Edinburgh 

George Home, Efq. Branxton 

Rev. Dr Johnfton - 1794 

Colleded at Sermon by do. 

Sir John [nglis, Bart. 

Robert Jamlefon, Efq. W.S. 

Lady Mary Irvine 

Rev. Mr Jones 

Mrsjohn'lon, of Hilton « * 

Mifs Johnfton, of Alva - 
Jufticiary Court _ 1795 

David Johnfton, Efq- Latbriflc 
Lady Mary Irvine, 2d Subfcriptlon 
Mr H. David higlis. Advocate 

K 

Mr Robert Kerr, Surgeon ' 1794 

Rev. Dr Kemp 

William Kerr, Efq. General Poft Office 

George Kinnear, Efq. Banker 

Mrs Keir 

Mils Ann Keith 

Sir R. Murray Keith, K. B. 

Mr William Keith, Accomptant 

Mifs Ann Kdth . - »795 

Mifs Agnes Keith 

Charles Kerr, Efq. of Boughtridge 

Adam Kicr, Efq. 

L 

Hon. Lieutenant General LcHie - 1794 

Mr Charles Livingfton, Writer 

Capt. William Lockart, R. N. 

Rev. Mr Lundie 

j\J r Archibald Lundie, W. S. 

Lady Lockhart 

Lady Lovat 

Col. Livingfton 

Capt. Eockhart R. N. sd Subfcription - »795 

Lord Bifliop of London 

Allan Lockhart, Efq. Clegborn 

Mr Loqkjiart of Lee, by Mr Wauchope, W, S. 
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0 
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Alexander Lalng", Efq. Architefl. 
Countefs of Loudon 

M 

Rev. Mr Moodie 
Colleded at Sermon, by do. 
Kev. Mr T. Macknight 
Mr David Miller 
Mr William Mitchel, Leitk 
Lady Maxwell, of Pollock 

Do, 2d Subfcription 
Gilbert Meafon, Efq. 

Do. zd Subfcription * 
Mr Middleton 
Commiffioner M'Conochie 
Earl of Marchmont » 
William M'Donald, Efq. W.S. 
Allan M'Dougal, Efq. \V. S. 
James Marfliall, Efq. W. S. 
Duke of Montrofe 
Mrs M'Leod, of M Leod 
Do. 2d Subfcription 
Doftor Monro - 
Mrs M'Conachie 
Mr John MoncreifF, Apothecary 
Alexander Murray, Efq. of Ayton 
William Murray, Efq. 
Meffrs F. Marfhall and Sons i 
Mr Muir, Merchant 
Mr James Millar, and Son 
James Mansfield, Efq. Banker 
Dr M. by Mr Creech 
Lady Mountfteuart 
General Melville 
Lady M'Kenzie, Scatwell 
William Murray, Efq. 2d Subfcription 
Mr Ebcn. Mafon, Merchant 
Mr John Moir, W. S. 
Lady Hay M-Dougal 
Mr John M'Kay, Board of cpntroul 
Mrs Moncrcif, Recdie 
Mrs Marfhall, Berwick 
Mr Samuel Macknight, W. S. 
Mrs Melville 

Mrs M'Conochie, of Meadowbank, 2d Subf 
MrsM'Leod (Dowager), 3d Subfcription 
Mr John Moncreiff, 2d Subfcription 
Gilbert Meaibn, Efq. 2d Subfcription 
Mr M'Laurin, Cowgate Port 
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